Introduced by Council Members Hyde, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-276
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING RICHARD BRAND ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE JACKSONVILLE FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Richard Brand joined the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department as a firefighter on March 14, 1977; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Brand has served twenty-seven years of his thirty year career at Fire Station 10 on McDuff Avenue, one of Jacksonville’s busiest stations, advancing to the rank of Firefighter Engineer while responding to an estimated 30,000 alarms; and


WHEREAS, Richard Brand has had the unique privilege of carrying on his family’s four-generation tradition of service in the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department, following in the footsteps of his grandfather, W. Richard Brand and father Edward Lester Brand and now serving at the same station with his oldest son Joshua; and 


WHEREAS, Mr. Brand has always been known for his professionalism and his enthusiasm for the work of the department, and has been a valuable role model and mentor for young firefighters over the course of 30 years; and


WHEREAS, Richard Brand always exhibited the utmost bravery in action, participating in daring rescues of both people and important property such as his recovery of historic pictures and school treasures from the fire at Robert E. Lee High School, his alma mater, and fighting some of Jacksonville’s largest fires, including the Seaboard Oil petroleum tank farm fire; and

WHEREAS, Richard Brand has a well-deserved reputation for exhibiting compassion and concern for the citizens with whom he comes in contact in the most trying of circumstances, comforting the victims of accidents, fires, medical emergencies and other tragedies with calm and reassurance; and


WHEREAS, he has always been a well liked and highly respected colleague at the firehouse and in the field, looking out for the safety and well-being of his fellow firefighters and providing the experience of a seasoned professional that every station needs, and has served as a “moral compass” to a generation of firefighters through his display of personal integrity and service to mankind; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Brand additionally served the Fire and Rescue Department as a founding member of the Jacksonville Fire Rescue Honor Guard and as a blood bank recruiter for the department responsible for encouraging countless blood donations; and


WHEREAS, Richard Brand has served the City with distinction and honor and has set a high standard of service that may be emulated but never equaled, and will surely be missed by the citizens of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, Richard Brand will be retiring from active duty on April 6, 2007 and the Council wishes to thank him for his years of dedicated service; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby honors and commends Richard Brand on the occasion of his retirement from the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department and thanks him for his 30 years of outstanding service to the City and its citizens.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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